From the Bench July 5, 2007
Installing a 3" Brake Light in your Car!

I’m alittle paranoid about safety when driving my car around and with a Daytona Coupe, the
large spoiler in back creates a blind spot for the driver. | knew from the start that | wanted to install a3
brake light but | had to be careful with the rear tail of the Daytona asit also hasto contain an opening to
vent built up air from inside the car. | wasn’t sure how much room I'd have to install alight along with
the vent cut out since the inside of the spoiler tapers off as you go higher so the size of the light housing
has to be small. Fortunately | found a great flush mount LED lamp from Watson Street Works —
www.watsons-streetworks.com — that had only a1.5” flange mount and about a 1” tall housing. With a
4” tal spoiler that left me with 2.5” of spaceto insert a1.25” opening for the air exhaust. LED stands
for Light Emitting Diodes - which are solid state devices with no filaments to degrade over time — that
project avery strong light with very low current (see the gauge of the wire?). The kit comes complete
with abond in acrylic lens, mounting hardware, aluminum housing with LED array and complete
instructions.

Thefirst step was to layout the position of both openings in the spoiler. | started by determining the
center line of the spoiler against the centerline of the car. After removing the spoiler | sketched out the
approximate locations for both the light and the vent until the placement looked right. | compared the
placement of the vent to some vintage photo’ s to make sure | had the proper size and location right. |
then verified the light housing would fit above it in the spoiler — remember the spoiler comesto atip so
the inside space decreases as you go up!




